Thelroquaisll, “The Cruiser:” 1947 —1957?

The Conneaut Lake Navigation Company began itslifein the early 1900s by reconfiguring
old boatsinto something new. The Harshaws created the “new” Bessemer from the old Nickel
Plate. Then they turned the single-deck Helenainto adouble-deck excursion boat. They even
took one old boat, the Outing, and created two new boats from its proven design. From the
early 1940s on, Paul Scofield, and then Conneaut Lake Cruises Lloyd Holland, proved to be
just as adept at re-casting boatsinto different roles.
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She was boarded from the Park dock via stepsthat led up and over her squared-off nose. She
wasthe start of along tradition of speaking tours of the Lake. While working for Scofield,
future owner Lloyd Holland was noted for hisinteresting narretion of the sites aong the shore.

Iroquois |l “The Shordine Cruise:” 1949 — 1972

The plansfor transforming the boat from aHiggins troop carrier to passenger service were
drawn up in 1949 by the Venetian Ferry Corp. of Ft. Lauderdde, Horida. She certainly en-
joyed amuch longer life asacivilian than shewould have in the armed forces. Her blue and
white hull, chugging exhaust, and flat, splashing bow eventualy became fixtures at the Lake.

The Shordline Cruise was a strange craft with less than perfect handling characteristics, but her
pilots remember her with greet affection. She was taken out of servicein 1972 and purchased
from Conneaut Lake Cruisesfor fishing chartersalong Floridas Gulf Coast. Rumor hasit that,
in her firgt trip upon the ocean, her engine dropped through her rotted hull and sheretired to
the bottom. 19672image courtesy of the Holland and Ellictt families. The pilot could be Lloyd Holland.



