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I was first introduced to Captain Midnight through my love of the old movie serials. Every year at conventions, I try to find movie serials that I don’t have. Several years ago I picked up the Captain Midnight serial and watched it. I really enjoyed the story and I loved the characters. So, I tracked down some of the other Captain Midnight stuff available like the television show from the 50’s and the earlier radio show and listened to them. Ever since, I’ve wanted to do a Captain Midnight story and when I met Ron Fortier last year and talked to him about the idea. He encouraged me to write the story and he would get it printed. The rest is history as they say.

My story is set during World War II and I wanted to make it as realistic as possible. I researched everything imaginable. I pulled up topographical maps of France on the internet to actually find Le Bourget and get its relationship to England and the surrounding countries. I also actually found a real mountain range just Northeast of Le Bourget where I built Secret Squadron Headquarters in my story. Headquarters is based on real super bunkers that were actually built back in WWII. I saw a show about them on the History Channel and filed it in the back of my mind. 

I just happened to be flipping through the channels one day and came across a program on PBS about the Belgian Underground and how they helped downed Allied pilots escape the occupied country and get back home. I put the underground movement in the story. I also watched another PBS show called Warplane. It was all about the history of military aviation and dog fights through the years. I also tracked down actual dog fighting techniques and used those in my story. The strategies are real and the tactics are real. 

I have an extensive library on WWII airplanes and used the planes that were the most popular during the war. The only ones I didn’t use were the Spitfire and the Japanese Zero. I may plug those into a future story. I have Captain Midnight counting his strides to determine distance in the story. That is an actual method taught to the U.S. military today. I pulled up actual pictures of the Kubelwagen and the V-wing bombers. The bombers were actually ahead of their time and were never used in battle to the best of my knowledge but they did exist and several models were actually built. They were the precursor to today’s Stealth bombers.

I called my brother, Steve, who is a gun enthusiast. I used caliber information from him in the story as well as gun makes and models. The Colt .45 is a single and double action handgun. Which means you can cock it manually by pulling the hammer back or you can fire it by just pulling the trigger. I have never fired one myself so I needed to know that little bit of information for one of the chapters.

I used the characters from the serial, the TV show and the radio show to put together the secret squadron. I wanted everybody in it and even made up three original characters that I was going to kill off. Instead, I decided to keep them and make them a part of the team and I’m glad I did. I changed the personalities a bit to make them more realistic than the television show. The uniform Captain Midnight wears in my story is the same one he wears in the serial.

I like my heroes to be somewhat human. Anybody can write a story about a guy who is invincible and never makes a mistake and never feels anything because of his higher standards or whatever. To me, that’s just not enjoyable. I want to be able to live through them and what would I do in this situation or how would I get out of this mess. To me, a hero is just a guy doing what he can because he can. He’s not out for glory or too save the world although sometimes that happens. 

I made Captain Midnight have emotions in the story and hopefully the reader will feel betrayed when that happens to him and feel all the other emotions that are in there. I want the reader to be Captain Midnight and feel how he feels because it’s realistic and relatable.

Lastly, I want to thank everybody who helped me along the way and a special thanks to my good friend Cindy Simmons who was my sounding board for ideas and helped me proof read chapters. I am very proud of this story. It was a blast to write. I had so much fun figuring out every little cliff hanger. I hope you, the reader, enjoy reading it and much as I did writing it. Hopefully you will love it and want more, because Captain Midnight will be back soon in a tale called Scourge of the Sky Pirates. I can’t wait for you to meet the villainous Black Mask in the third story called Night of the Steel Assassins. There are more planned but those are next up after I write my Train story called Bunko, the Hobo Detective.
Happy Reading!

David Walker
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