2004 Poultry Journal 

January 12, 2004    I went to my first Poultry meeting tonight. We filled out enrollment cards and we talked about how to write a journal. We have two new leaders this year. We talked about who was interested in going to Chore-Time Brock for a tour as well as the Hatchery, Culver Duck and the Processing Plant. 

February 9, 2004    Another 4-H meeting tonight. We talked about preparing for fancy chickens tonight. We grouped together with other families in our area to order fancy breeds of chickens. I want to order cochins and game breeds. We are to start selling geraniums for our fundraiser. They are red and pink. 

February 21, 2004   We went and visited the hatchery today. It was very neat. We got to see the eggs in the incubator and the chicks after they hatched. They were so cute!

February 26, 2004   The group leader from our area ordered the chicks today so we’ll get them in about 3 weeks. We better start preparing for them. 

March 8, 2004   We went to the meeting tonight and discussed the anatomy and skeletal features of a chicken. We need to keep selling geraniums, we only have one more month to sell. 

March 13, 2004   We went to visit Chore-Time Brock today. They make many things to help support the Poultry Industry. It was a very informative tour. I had a lot of fun. 

March 18, 2004   We got our chicks today. They are so cute. They are very little. We dipped their beaks into the water and put dimes in the bottom so they would learn to drink better. I have my work cut out for me. We put them in the garage with a blanket over the box and a heat lamp to keep them warm. I will have to check on them every morning and every night. 

April 1, 2004   We lost one chick today, it must have got too cold. 

April 12, 2004   We went to the meeting tonight. We had to decide on how many of each  roasters and broilers we wanted to order. We also had to decide if we wanted ducks and geese and turkeys. We talked about how to raise all of these things. We will be starting some family barn tours to see how other people raise their chickens. 

April 17, 2004   We went to the Nappanee/Wakarusa/Elkhart area for Barn Tours today. It was very interesting to see how other people have their barns arranged. 

May 1, 2004  We went on another Barn Tour today this time to the Goshen/Middlebury area. We got to see how to set up for turkeys, ducks and geese. 

May 10, 2004  Went to the meeting tonight. We will be getting the roasters on May 12 so I better get in gear and get ready for them. Tonight we talked about Layers and Production of eggs. We also talked about dubbing old English game breeds. We will have to fill out feed cost sheets this year. We also talked about what birds need to be pulorum tested. We are going to be going to the processing plant this month. We need to talk to Mr. Hoover if we are going to be ordering turkeys, ducks and geese. 

May 12, 2004  We went to the fair grounds to pick up the roasters. They are so cute. We treated them like we did with my fancy breeds and put them in the same area of the garage. 

May 22, 2004  We went to visit the processing plant. It was very smelly. It was very interesting though. 

June 2, 2004  Today the Broilers came in. They are very little compared to the roasters now. 

June 12, 2004 There was a showmanship clinic today. I learned how to handle all these new birds I just ordered. 

June 14, 2004  We went to the meeting tonight and registered which birds I will be taking to the fair. I will be taking: a male and a female cochin and a female game bird. We learned tonight how the egg develops. It was very neat. 

June 15, 2004  We lost 2 broilers today. 

June 23, 2004  We lost a roaster today. 

June 26, 2004  Derek did a grilling clinic today. It was fun. 

July 3, 2004 We took in the fancy breeds to be banded today. 

July 17, 2004  We took the roasters and broilers in for weigh in today. My roaster weighed 8 lbs and my broilers weighed 4.5 and 4.6 lbs. 

July 12, 2004  We had our last meeting before the fair. We filled out the last of the paperwork tonight. We have to turn in our books and our journals the first day of the fair. 

July 22, 2004  We had barn preparation tonight for the fair. We put down sawdust and got everything ready. 

July 23, It’s the first day of the fair! Took the birds in for checking in. 

