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Why we wash birds: 

· To get rid of the pin feathers

· Groom bird for show

· Rid bird of any parasites

What you will need:

· Toe/finger nail clippers

· Dish washing soap: clear or white

· White vinegar (optional)

· 2 to 3 fifteen-twenty gal tubs or 5 gal buckets if you don’t have anything that big. 

· Warm water

· Old towels or rags

· Clean pen with straw b/c it won’t dirty the bird

Step 1: If putting the birds back in the same pen: clean pen and put new straw down. If cage is up off of floor you can put straw in cage until bird is dry then remove. 

Step 2: Clip beak and toenails with finger/toe nail clippers

Step 3: You may need two people to help with this. Depending on how big your hands are or how big the bird is. Hold the chicken’s wings and slowly put it in the warm soapy water. Be careful not to get the chicken’s head wet. They will squirm so let the chicken settle down before you begin. 

Step 4: Wash the chickens feet and wings and don’t forget the VENT! (For those of you who don’t know what that is it’s the butt.) 

Step 5: Rinse in clean water making sure to get all of soap off.

Step 6: You may rinse a second time or dry with a towel. Wrap towel around the bird and GENTLY squeeze water out of feathers. 

Step 7: Place bird in warm clean pen to dry. Keep birds out of direct sun for long periods of time. Do not keep in cold area when wet. 

Step 8: Repeat 2-3 times before fair for better looking birds. 

