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(57) ABSTRACT

A sensor for detecting voltage of a power cable includes a
housing configured to be coupled around at least a portion of
the power cable. A first conductive element supported by the
housing is configured to be electrically coupled to the power
cable when the housing is coupled around at least a portion
of the power cable. A first capacitive element supported by
the housing is electrically interconnected with the first
conductive element. A second capacitive element supported
by the housing is electrically interconnected with the first
conductive element. A processor determines a cable capaci-
tance of the power cable based upon alternatively sensing an
electrical characteristic (i) the first capacitive element and
the second capacitive element and (ii) the first capacitive
element without the second capacitive element. The sensor
determines the voltage of the power cable based upon the
determined cable capacitance.
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1
NON-CONTACT VOLTAGE SENSOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 62/466,783, filed Mar. 3, 2017,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a non-contact voltage
sensor.

Currents in each of the branch circuits in a facility are
typically measured by connecting a current sensor to sense
the current flowing in each of the branch power cables
exiting the facility’s power distribution panel. Generally, a
current sensor comprises a sensing transformer installed on
an electrical conductor of interest and an electronic circuit
that produces an output representative of the electrical
current carried by the conductor. The current sensor may be
an individual meter for a single circuit or a networked meter
that can be temporarily connected, respectively, to each of a
plurality of circuits to periodically and momentarily monitor
the current in each circuit.

The typical sensing transformer used to sense the electri-
cal current flowing in a power cable comprises a coil of wire
wrapped around the cross-section of a magnetically perme-
able core that encircles the power cable. A sensing trans-
former with a hinged, split toroidal core is often used
because the transformer can be easily affixed to an installed
power cable without disconnecting the power cable from a
connected device, such as, a circuit breaker in a distribution
panel. Cota, U.S. Pat. No. 5,502,374 discloses a split core
sensing transformer comprising a toroidal housing divided
into a pair of housing halves. Each half of the housing retains
a half of the toroidal core of the transformer. The housing
halves are interconnected by a hinge located near one end of
each half of the housing. The hinge permits pivoting of the
housing halves to separate the ends of the housing halves
opposite the hinge. The power conductor is passed between
the separated ends of the housing halves and the housing
halves are then pivoted together encircling the centrally
positioned power conductor with the two halves of the
toroidal core. On the ends of the housing halves opposite the
hinge, a ridge on one housing half and a matching recess on
the other half of the housing form a latch to hold the hinged
housing halves closed around the power conductor.

Often it is desirable to monitor the voltage signals of the
power cables in order to provide energy and/or power
quality measurements. Typically, measuring the voltage of
the power cables involve the use of a direct electrical
connection with one or more of the power cables. The direct
connection is time consuming to install and requires com-
pliance with safety requirements that greatly increase the
cost, installation time, and risks involved. The safety
requirements are heightened when the wire has high volt-
ages. In addition, requirements related to wiring and fusing
may further complicate the installation.

In other cases, measuring the voltage of the power cables
involve the use of non-contact capacitive voltage measure-
ments. Such non-contact capacitive voltage measurements
are typically of relatively low accuracy as a result of the
instability of capacitances in the power cables resulting from
physical and environmental conditions. For example, the
physical and environmental conditions may be due to
dimensional changes, clamping proximity, and dielectric
variations of the insulation material of the power cables.
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2

In other cases, measuring the voltage of power cables
involves the use of relatively high accuracy non-contact
voltage measurement techniques. However, such non-con-
tact voltage measurement techniques are comparatively
large, cumbersome to use, and expensive due to their com-
plexity.

It is desirable to have relatively high accuracy in the
voltage measurements, while retaining the benefits that
occur as a result of the non-contact capacitive voltage
measurements.

The foregoing and other objectives, features, and advan-
tages of the invention will be more readily understood upon
consideration of the following detailed description of the
invention, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective schematic of a split core
sensing transformer.

FIG. 2 illustrates a front view of an electrical distribution
panel including a plurality of sensing transformers arranged
to encircle branch electrical conductors.

FIG. 3 illustrates a side elevation of a split core sensing
transformer.

FIG. 4 illustrates a side elevation of the separated seg-
ments of the split core sensing transformer of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 illustrates a section view of the split core sensing
transformer of FIG. 1 taken along line 5-5.

FIG. 6 illustrates a section view of the split core sensing
transformer of FIG. 1 taken along line 6-6.

FIG. 7 illustrates a section view of the split core sensing
transformer of FIG. 1 taken along line 7-7.

FIG. 8 illustrates a current transformer together with an
associated input circuit.

FIG. 9 illustrates a conductor together with a non-contact
capacitive based voltage sensor.

FIG. 10 illustrates a graph of the power cable capacitance
versus the cable diameter.

FIGS. 11A-11D illustrate graphs of the power cable
capacitance versus the cable diameter.

FIG. 12 illustrates another conductor together with a
non-contact capacitive based voltage sensor.

FIG. 13 illustrates another conductor together with a
non-contact capacitive based voltage sensor.

FIG. 14 illustrates a non-linear graph of the power cable
capacitance versus voltage level.

FIG. 15 illustrates non-contact capacitive based voltage
sensor circuits and a graph of the power cable capacitance
versus voltage levels for the sensor circuits.

FIG. 16 illustrates a conductor together with a non-
contact capacitive based voltage sensor that includes a
switch.

FIG. 17 illustrates a conductor together with a non-
contact capacitive based voltage sensor that includes a
switch and a stray capacitance.

FIG. 18 illustrates a housing with a non-contact capacitive
plate.

FIG. 19 illustrates multiple different non-contact capaci-
tive plates.

FIG. 20 illustrates a housing with an alignment structure
for a non-contact capacitive plate.

FIG. 21 illustrates a housing with a shield structure.
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FIG. 22 illustrates an identification structure for a non-
contact capacitive plate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring in detail to FIGS. 1-7 where similar parts are
identified by like reference numerals, a sensing transformer
20 comprises a magnetically permeable toroidal core 22 that
substantially encircles a power conductor 26 (or more than
one power conductor) that is connected to conduct an
electrical current to be measured. The core 22 is a ferrous
torus typically having a rectangular or circular cross-section.
One or more turns of wire 28 (or more than one wire) are
wrapped around the cross-section of a sector 24 (indicated
by a bracket) of the toroidal core 22.

A changing current (i.e. alternating current) in a power
conductor produces a changing magnetic field around the
conductor which, in turn, induces a magnetic flux in the
magnetically permeable core of a sensing transformer encir-
cling the power conductor. The magnetic flux in the toroidal
core induces a current in the wire windings that is repre-
sentative of the current flowing in the power conductor.
Thus, the power conductor is the primary winding and the
wire winding is the secondary winding of the sensing
transformer. The ends of the wire winding are electrically
connected to a burden resistor that converts the current
signal received from the secondary winding of the sensing
transformer to a voltage signal representing the current
flowing in the conductor.

To measure the current in several branch circuits in a
facility, sensing transformers are installed on each of the
respective branch power conductors. Referring to FIG. 2, the
sensing transformers 61 are typically installed on the branch
power conductors 62 at the distribution panel 60 where the
branch power conductors are connected to circuit breakers
64 that protect the branch circuitry from high current. The
plurality of circuit breakers 64 are usually arranged imme-
diately adjacent to each other in the distribution panel and
are typically connected to bus bars 66 that are, in turn,
connected to the input conductors 68 bringing power from
the power grid to the distribution panel.

Referring to FIGS. 1-7, the split core sensing transformer
20 preferably comprises at least two separable transformer
segments 30, 32. Hach segment comprises a respective
segment housing 34, 36 and a sector of a magnetically
permeable toroidal core 38, 34 that, when installed, will
substantially encircle an electrical power conductor 26. One
or more turns of wire 28 is wrapped around the cross-section
of a sector of the toroidal core 22. An alternating current in
a conductor 26 passing through the central aperture 48 of the
transformer 20 produces a changing magnetic field around
the conductor that induces a magnetic flux in the magneti-
cally permeable core 22. The magnetic flux, in turn, induces
a current in the wire windings 28 on the core 22. The ends
of the wire winding 28 are electrically connected through a
cable 42 to a burden resistor (not shown) that converts the
current signal received from the wire winding 28 of the
sensing transformer 20 to a voltage signal representing the
current flowing in the conductor.

The magnetically permeable core 22 comprises a ferrous
material and is constructed of sectors 38, 40 that when
arranged end-to-end form, substantially, a torus. The core 22
has a planar cross-section bounded by a closed curve that is
typically rectangular or circular. The torus is the result of
rotating the planar cross-section about an axis that lies in the
plane of the cross-section but does intersect the plane of the
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cross-section. Each sector 38, 40 of the core 22 includes a
curved inner surface 46 which will, when the sectors are
arranged end-to-end, define the central aperture 48 of the
sensing transformer 20. An exemplary sensing transformer
includes a toroidal core of 3% silicon steel, grain oriented,
with an outside diameter of 1.375 inches, an inside diameter
of 1.125 inches, and a depth of 0.50 inches in a direction
parallel to the axis about which the cross-section of the torus
is rotated.

The sectors of the toroidal core 38, 40 are retained within
respective separable housing segments 34, 36 that substan-
tially sheath the cross-section of the toroidal core sectors.
The housing segment 36 that encloses the core sector 40 that
is wrapped with the wire winding 28 includes an extended
portion 50 that encloses the connections of the wire winding
to the conductors in the cable 42 that conducts signals from
the wire winding to the instrumentation and provides an
anchor for the cable.

A substantially tubular projecting portion 52 (indicated by
a bracket) of walls of one of the housing segments 30
projects beyond the ends of the sector of the core 38 retained
in the housing segment. The projecting portions 52 are
enlarged to provide an interior sufficiently large to slidably
accept in mating engagement the ends of the housing 36 of
the other transformer segment 32. One of the housing
segments 36 also includes a raised ridge 54 projecting from
either side of the housing adjacent to the ends of the
segment. Hach of the raised ridges 54 is arranged to engage
a corresponding aperture 56 in the wall of the mating
housing segment 36 to prevent the engaged segments from
separating. The surfaces of the housing segments 30, 32 that
define the central aperture of sensing transformer 20 also
include a plurality of resiliently flexible triangular fingers 58
projecting radially inward to provide a central opening for
the power conductor 26. If the power conductor is larger
than the opening provided by the ends of the triangular
fingers 58, the fingers will bend resiliently outward to
accommodate the power conductor. Typically, the housing is
made of an electrically insulating thermoplastic material
such as nylon, polyvinyl chloride (PVC), or polycarbonate.

To install the split core transformer 20 on a power
conductor 26, the conductor is positioned between the
separated segments 30, 32 of the transformer housing adja-
cent the surfaces that will form the central aperture 48 of
transformer. The cooperating ends of the housing segments
34, 36 are aligned and the segments 30, 32 are pressed into
mating engagement. When the housings 34, 36 of the
segments 30, 32 are fully engaged, the two sectors 38, 40 of
the core substantially encircle the power conductor 26 and
the cooperating ridges 54 on the side of the housing of one
segment mate with the corresponding apertures 56 in the
housing of the other segment. Interference of the ridges 54
with a surface of the apertures 56 resists separation of the
segments. The sensing transformer can be removed from the
power conductor by inserting a screwdriver or other tool
between the segment housings to release the mated ridges
and apertures, permitting the segments to be separated.
Signals from the sensing transformer are transmitted to the
appropriate instrumentation through the cable 42. The hous-
ing may be omitted, if desired. A non-split core transformer
with or without an associated housing may be used, if
desired. The current transformer may be connected to the
system by one or more flexible wires, the current trans-
former may be supported by a circuit board, a plurality of
current transformers may be supported by a circuit board, or
any other suitable configuration.
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Referring to FIG. 8, the ends of the secondary windings
of a transformer (split core, non-split core, high magneti-
cally permeable material, low magnetically permeable mate-
rial, etc.) 100a and 1005 of the transformer 102 are electri-
cally connected to an input circuit 110. The input circuit 110
may be included within a housing associated with the
current transformer, may be included as a part of the current
transformer, may be included on a circuit board proximate
the current transformer, may be included on a circuit board
not proximate the current transformer, may be included on
a circuit board upon which the current transformer is sup-
ported, or any other suitable configuration. The input circuit
110 is designed to convert the voltage signal received from
the transformer 102 (such as imposed across a resistor) to
either a signal representative of the changing current in the
power cable or a circuit condition at the output terminals
104a and 1045 representative of the changing current in the
power cable. The signal or circuit condition is provided to
transmission lines 106 and 108 which are connected to an
associated control panel or other electronic device. For
example, the signal could be a current signal, voltage signal,
or some sort of frequency modulation, amplitude modula-
tion, or digital encoding. The circuit condition, for example,
could be a short circuit, open circuit, or other suitable type
of condition. The input circuit may be designed and con-
structed in any manner, so long as it converts the output
signal from the transformer to an appropriate corresponding
signal or circuit condition.

The current transformer(s) and the associated input circuit
may be calibrated in some manner so that there is a known
relationship between the changing current levels of the
power conductor, and the resulting induced current and/or
voltage in the wire. The calibration should model the rela-
tionship between the changing current levels and the
induced current so that the changing current levels may be
accurately estimated. Such calibration may be performed in
a manual manner by changing the physical properties of the
current transformer until it is within desirable tolerances.
Similarly, this calibration relationship may be in the form of
one or more scaling factors, one or more functions, one or
more look up tables, and/or one or more electronic compo-
nents to tune the calibration. The calibration factors, func-
tions, tables, and/or electronic components may be included
together with the current transformer or otherwise provided
in association with the current transformer so that a suitable
calibration may be achieved. In addition to the calibration,
it is desirable to calibrate the scale of the output of the input
circuit.

While the measurement of the current is a desirable
characteristic to determine, it is also desirable to determine
the voltage of the power cables using a non-contact capaci-
tive based technique. In this manner, the voltage of the
power cables may be determined with sufficient accuracy
without the need to break the insulation barrier of the
transmission line to provide a direct electrical connection to
the conductor(s) contained therein.

In some cases, measuring the voltage of the power cables
involve the use of non-contact capacitive voltage measure-
ments. Such non-contact capacitive voltage measurements
are typically of relatively low accuracy as a result of the
instability of capacitances in the power cables resulting from
physical and environmental conditions. For example, the
physical and environmental conditions may be due to
dimensional changes, clamping proximity, and dielectric
variations of the insulation material of the power cables.
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It is desirable to have relatively high accuracy in the
voltage measurements, while retaining the benefits that
occur as a result of the non-contact capacitive voltage
measurements.

Referring to FIG. 9, an illustration of a non-contact
voltage sensor 200 is illustrated together with one or more
capacitive elements wrapped around the power cable 220, an
oscillator 230, a buffer, and a current monitor 210. While the
capacitive element 220 may be affixed to the conductor by
wrapping the capacitive element around part of the power
cable, this results in a problematic installation that includes
inherent safety considerations, especially for high voltage
environments. In general, a two plate capacitance equation
is C=0.224*K*A/d where C is pF, K is a dielectric constant,
A is area in square inches, and d is separation in inches. For
power cables, the dielectric contact is typically around 2,
and the wire insulation thickness defines the plate separa-
tion. The plate area is defined by the conductive coupling
which may take several forms. One of the forms of conduc-
tive coupling around an insulated wire under test may be an
array of several conductive blocks or leaves forming a
multi-sided iris opening. Another form of conductive cou-
pling is a conductive strap that is wrapped around the
insulated wire under test. Another form of conductive cou-
pling is a clamshell style fixture that clamps around the wire.
Preferably, the capacitive element is supported by a housing
proximate the power cable. Such non-contact capacitive
voltage measurements accuracy is affected by variations in
the nature of the dielectric material, such as its thickness and
material. Further, the capacitive accuracy is further depen-
dent upon the ambient temperature, and the temperature of
the dielectric material.

Referring also to FIG. 10, it is believed to be generally
understood that as the diameter of the power cable increases
together with its insulation encapsulating the conductor(s)
therein, the capacitance between the insulation and the
conductor of the power cable increases. In this manner, it is
desirable to determine such capacitance of the power cable,
which may be referred to as Cx for reference purposes. With
the capacitance of the power cable Cx being known or
otherwise determined in some manner, then the value of Cx
together with another capacitor with a known value, which
may be referred to as Cl for reference purposes, may be used
in combination therewith. With a comparison between Cx
and Cl, such as using a voltage divider network, an output
voltage level between the two capacitances may be sensed.
As the charge on the capacitor Cx of the power conductor
varies as a result of the change in the voltage level of the
power conductor, the output voltage level between the two
capacitances of Cx and Cl changes. The output voltage level
is representative of the voltage level in the power conductor.

While the capacitance Cx is thought to be linear with
increasing measurement frequency, it turns out under further
investigation that the capacitance Cx differs significantly
with sampling frequency between cable brands. Referring to
FIG. 11A, at generally 50/60 hertz, the measured capaci-
tances of various cable brands Cx tends to be generally
linearly grouped. Referring to FIG. 11B, at generally 10
kilohertz, the measured capacitances of various cable brands
Cx tends to begin to scatter. Referring to FIG. 11C, at
generally 100 kilohertz, the relationship between the capaci-
tance of the power cable Cx tends to exhibit a plurality of
distinct relationships depending upon the nature of the
specific power cable. Referring to FIG. 11D, at generally 10
megahertz the relationship between the capacitance of the
power cable Cx tends to exhibit a more distinct plurality of
distinct relationships depending upon the nature of the
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power cable. The dependency of the sampling frequency is
thought to be based upon plastizers, colorants, elastomers,
recycled materials, and cross linking. Moreover, these char-
acteristics are generally unknown to the purchaser of the
power cable and may change for the same power cables
manufactured at different times.

With the applied voltage to the power cable at a relatively
low primary frequency such as 50/60 Hertz, it is desirable to
sample the capacitance at that same frequency. Using the
actual applied voltage in normal operation accomplishes this
goal. This simplifies the circuit by removing the oscillator
230, buffer and current monitor 210.

Referring to FIG. 12, a conductive member 300 encircles
at least a portion of the power conductor to form a capaci-
tance Cx across the dielectric material 310 between the
conductive member 300 and the conductor 320. The con-
ductive member 300 is interconnected to a capacitor Cl 330.
The capacitor C1 330 is connected to a voltage potential,
such as ground or neutral or otherwise. An output voltage
340 may be selected at the terminal of the capacitor Cl 330,
which is representative of the voltage level of the conductor
320. To prevent phase shift, the output voltage 340 is
buffered by an operational amplifier 350 to provide a phase-
correct output voltage 360. Typically, the capacitance Cx is
on the order of 10 picofarads. The capacitor Cl 330 is
selected to form a suitable capacitive voltage divider, 10
nanofarads in this case. Other values may be switched in for
variable voltage range selection. In this manner, the result of
the capacitive divider between Cx and Cl is generally 1,000
to 1. The capacitance Cl (or otherwise an effective capaci-
tance network) is preferably generally between 100 to 1 and
10,000 to 1 of Cx.

Referring to FIG. 13, an additional capacitive element Cn
400 is preferably included between the output voltage 340
and the capacitance of the conductor Cx. Preferably, the
value of the capacitive element Cn 400 is within 75% of the
value of the capacitance Cx. With the modified capacitive
divider network, there remains the unknown for the capaci-
tive value of Cx. For example, for a 10 pF capacitance Cx,
the capacitive element Cn 340 is preferably between 2.5 pF
and 17.5 pF.

Referring to FIG. 14, with the modified capacitive divider
network, rather than a generally linear relationship along the
values of Cx that occurs without including capacitor Cn, a
curved relationship exists along the values of Cx with
respect to the output voltage 340. In this manner, there is a
non-linear relationship among the values of Cx with respect
to the output voltage.

Referring to FIG. 15, a pair of different circuit topologies
are illustrated. The first circuit topology includes a capacitor
Cl with an output voltage 1. The second circuit topology
includes capacitors CI and Cn with an output voltage 2,
where the first and second voltage outputs are selected from
the same electrical potential. The two circuits may be
separate from one another, if desired. The output from the
output voltage 1 (the dashed line) and the output voltage 2
(the solid curved line) are illustrated superimposed on the
same graph, with the changing capacitance Cx of the con-
ductor. The value of the capacitive elements may be selected
so that the upper portion of the plots coverage at a value
insubstantially greater than the anticipated value of the
capacitance of the power conductor. The slopes of the two
plots in this range are substantially different from one
another and accordingly the capacitance Cx can be deter-
mined with some confidence in its accuracy. Typically, this
is the upper third of the range of the plot. The slopes of the
two plots in the middle third of the range of the plot have
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large Cx change between the two sets of values, and leaves
considerable uncertainty in the actual value of Cx. The slops
of the two plots in the lower third of the range of the plot are
generally not useful in determining Cx.

Referring to FIG. 16, one technique to determine CX is to
selectively measure both the first output voltage and the
second output voltage by alternatively including the capaci-
tance Cn in the circuit using a switch 410. The switch 410
may effectively electrically interconnect the two terminals of
the capacitance Cn to form a short circuit when measuring
the second output voltage. Based upon the first and second
output voltages, one with capacitance Cn included and
another with Cn not included, the approximate value of the
power conductor capacitance Cx may be determined. Alter-
natively, a pair of different circuits may be used to determine
a pair of different output voltages from which Cx may be
determined. Preferably, the switch 410 is switched between
shorting and not shorting the capacitor Cn 400 at the rate
previously described.

Referring to FIG. 17, stray capacitances Cs 430 will occur
in the fixturing and should be kept small. In this example, the
stray capacitance Cs should be preferably less than 2 pF. To
the extent that stray capacitance Cs 430 is generally known
in its value, to the extent that stray capacitance Cs is general
relatively small, and to the extent that stray capacitance Cs
is relatively constant under different conditions, then the
stray capacitance Cs is more readily accounted for in the
estimation of the capacitance Cx to increase the accuracy of
the measurements.

To maintain control over the stray capacitance Cs, it is
preferable not to use a foil material wrapped around the
conductor because it tends to incur substantial flexing and
bubbling during temperature variations. Rather, it is desir-
able to use a mechanical fixture, such as for example a split
core housing illustrated in FIGS. 1-7.

Referring to FIG. 18, it is desirable to form the capacitive
conductor 300 of the non-contact voltage sensor on the
exterior surface of the opening defined by the split-core
housing, preferably using a plating process. The capacitive
conductor may be on an interior surface or supported
therein, if desired. In this manner, the conductor is prefer-
ably not readily removable from the housing. The remaining
electronics associated with the non-contact voltage sensor
are preferably enclosed within the housing. The capacitive
conductor 300 meaintained in a fixed position relative to the
housing tends to reduce the variability of the stray capaci-
tance Cs.

Referring to FIG. 19, in another embodiment the capaci-
tive conductor 300 of the non-contact voltage sensor may be
selected from a plurality of different sizes to accommodate
cables of different diameters. For example, a first size may
be a relatively long length capacitive conductor that pro-
vides for a relatively small capacitance Cx of smaller cables.
For example, a second size may be a medium length
capacitive conductor that provides for a medium capacitance
Cx of medium cables. For example, a third size may be a
relatively short length capacitive conductor that provides for
a relatively large capacitance Cx of large cables. Each of the
first size, second size, and third size capacitive conductors
may be sized to be suitable to be engaged within the opening
of the same split-core housing, attached the capacitive
conductors may extend beyond the width of the housing. In
this manner, the same housing, with a selected capacitive
conductor engaged, may be used to effectively sense the
voltage of the power cable using a non-contact capacitive
sensing technique. This selection among the different
capacitive conductor facilitates a suitable value of the
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capacitance so that a more accurate Cx is determined. This
capacitive conductor tends to reduce the variability of the
stray capacitance Cs. Also, the selected capacitive conductor
may be automatically electrically connected to the circuit
upon engagement with the housing.

Referring to FIG. 20, in another embodiment the enclo-
sure may include an alignment structure 500, such as a
plurality of ribs or otherwise a web structure arranged
around the central opening. The alignment structure facili-
tates maintaining the power conductor in a centralized
position. In addition, the alignment structure preferably
includes some flexibility. Moreover, preferably each of the
set of capacitive conductors may be selectively included
together with alignment structure. This capacitive conductor
tends to reduce the variability of the stray capacitance Cs.

Referring to FIG. 21, to further reduce the effects of the
stray capacitance Cs, it is preferable to include a shield
conductor 520 that may substantially encircle the power
conductor. When closed, there may include a tab 530 or
other structure that effectively ensures that the shield con-
ductor forms a closed loop. The capacitive conductor may be
maintained within the shield conductor 520 and preferably
extends beyond the shield conductor 520 in its width. The
capacitive conductor may be maintained external to the
shield conductor 520 and preferably extends beyond the
shield conductor 520 in its width.

Referring to FIG. 22, the capacitive conductor may be
identified by an electrical structure together with a processor.
The electrical structure may include plated-on conductors
such that a combination of one or more of the conductors
being shorted may be used to identify the corresponding
capacitive conductor. By way of example, a binary coded
technique using 4 conductors may be used to identify up to
16 different parameters including cable capacitance range
and stray capacitance. Other electrical and/or mechanical
structures may be used to identify the corresponding capaci-
tive conductor associated with the particular housing.

As previously described, it is to be understood that the
non-contact voltage sensor may self-calibrate on a periodic
basis or otherwise self-calibrate on a substantially continual
basis. Moreover, after the non-contact voltage sensor is
engaged with the power cable, it does not require any
calibration to properly measure the voltage levels and self-
calibrates over time to maintain the calibration. In this
manner, the non-contact voltage sensor may compensate for
thermal drift, mechanical movement, or otherwise. More-
over, the non-contact voltage sensor has low power con-
sumption permitting effective self-powering by a corre-
sponding transformer.

By way of example, one calculation that may be used to
determine the capacitance based upon Vin=(Vout-B2)*A2/
Cx for the linear relationship, and Vin=(Vcap-B1)*Al1*
(Cx+Cn+Cs)/Cx for the non-linear relationship. The differ-
ences between the two measurements facilitates the
determination of Cx as Cx=((Vout-B2)*A2/(Vcap-B1)
*A1)-Cn-Cs. Both of the measurements preferably use a 50
hertz to 60 hertz voltage under test as the excitation voltage
to reduce the dielectric contact variations with frequency.
Moreover, the housing may provide a power output signal
based upon the voltage levels and the current levels. Other
measurement circuit topologies may likewise be used,
together with other capacitive elements, together with induc-
tive elements, together with resistive elements, together with
active elements, etc.

In some embodiments, the system may include two or
more phases of a multi-phase system.
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All the references cited herein are incorporated by refer-
ence.

The terms and expressions which have been employed in
the foregoing specification are used therein as terms of
description and not of limitation, and there is no intention,
in the use of such terms and expressions, of excluding
equivalents of the features shown and described or portions
thereof, it being recognized that the scope of the invention
is defined and limited only by the claims which follow.

The invention claimed is:

1. A sensor for determining voltage of a signal within a
power cable, where said signal has a fundamental frequency,
comprising:

(a) a housing configured to be coupled around at least a

portion of said power cable;
(b) at least one conductive element supported by said
housing and configured to be electrically coupled to
said signal within said power cable when said housing
is positioned around at least a portion of said power
cable;
a first capacitive element supported by said housing and
electrically interconnected with said at least one con-
ductive element;
a second capacitive element supported by said housing
and electrically interconnected with said first capacitive
element which is electrically interconnected with said
at least one conductive element, where said second
capacitive element is not directly electrically intercon-
nected with any of said at least one conductive element;
a processor determining a cable capacitance of said power
cable based upon, a single input from said first capaci-
tive element and said second capacitive element, alter-
natively sensing an electrical characteristic of:
said first capacitive element and said second capacitive
element resulting in a first characteristic relationship
between said cable capacitance and said voltage, at
a position electrically located between the first
capacitive element and the second capacitive ele-
ment, as said voltage changes over time based upon
a sampling frequency that is substantially the same
as said fundamental frequency of said signal;

said first capacitive element without said second
capacitive element resulting in a second character-
istic relationship between said cable capacitance and
said voltage, at said position electrically located
between the first capacitive element and the second
capacitive element, as said voltage changes over
time based upon said sampling frequency that is
substantially the same as said fundamental frequency
of said signal; and

wherein said determining said cable capacitance is
based upon a relationship between said first charac-
teristic relationship and said second characteristic
relationship;

said sensor determining said voltage of said signal of said
power cable based upon said determined cable capaci-
tance.

2. The sensor of claim 1 further comprising a switch
element supported by said housing that selectively includes
said second capacitive element in determining said electrical
characteristic.

3. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said electrical charac-
teristic is a voltage level set by said first capacitive element.

4. The sensor of claim 3 wherein a buffered electrical
characteristic is based upon said electrical characteristic.
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5. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said first capacitive
element has a capacitance value between 100 to 1 and
10,000 to 1 of said cable capacitance.

6. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said second capacitive
element has a capacitance value within 75% of the value of
said cable capacitance.

7. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said first capacitive
element and said second capacitive element are arranged in
a voltage divider configuration.

8. The sensor of claim 1 wherein the plurality of conduc-
tive elements are supported by said housing in a fixed
relationship with respect to said housing.

9. The sensor of claim 8 wherein the plurality of conduc-
tive elements are supported by an exterior surface of said
housing.

10. The sensor of 14 wherein the plurality of conductive
elements are affixed to said housing using a plating process.

11. The sensor of claim 8 wherein the plurality of con-
ductive elements are detachably engageable with said hous-
ing.

12. The sensor of claim 11 wherein the plurality of
conductive element elements are selectable from a plurality
of different sizes and engageable with said housing.

12

13. The sensor of claim 11 wherein characteristics of the
plurality of conductive elements are determined by said
processor.

14. The sensor of claim 13 wherein the plurality of
conductive element elements are determined based upon a
modifiable electrical structure.

15. The sensor of claim 13 wherein the plurality of
conductive element elements are determined based upon a
modifiable mechanical structure.

16. The sensor of claim 1 wherein the plurality of con-
ductive elements are operatively connected via a hinge to the
housing.

17. The sensor of claim 1 wherein the plurality of con-
ductive elements are triangle shaped.

18. The sensor of claim 1 wherein the plurality of con-
ductive elements are semi-circular shaped.

19. The sensor of claim 1 wherein the housing is made of
an electrically insulating thermoplastic material such as
nylon, polyvinyl chloride (PVC), or polycarbonate.

#* #* #* #* #*
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